Lost in the Night:
An Advent Service of Hope and Expectation
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GATHERING
LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH: ADVENT 1
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe.
You call all nations to walk in your light and to seek your ways of justice
and peace, for the night is past, and the dawn of your coming is near.
Bless us as we light the first candle of this wreath.
Rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes
and welcome him into our hearts and homes, for he is our light and our
salvation.
Blessed be God forever. Amen.
DIALOGUE
O Lord our God, we stumble as those lost in the night.
Will not day come soon?
We live burdened by the sorrows and cares of this world.
Will you help us soon?
We hear the promise of your Word made flesh: Christ is coming soon!
We long for the light of your salvation. Come and save us soon!
WILL NOT DAY COME SOON?
Reading: Mark 13:24-37
24
But in those days, after that suffering,
the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light,
25
and the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
26
Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in clouds' with great power and
glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four
winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.
28
From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and
puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near.
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29

So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near,
at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until
all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my
words will not pass away.
32
But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor
the Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when
the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves
home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the
doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake — for you do not
know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at
midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when
he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake."
Following a brief silence:
Let us pray. O Lord our God,
we live in the promise of your coming. Help us to keep awake and be
ready for your birth in our world and in our hearts.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
WILL YOU HELP US SOON?
Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11
1
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.
2
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her
that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the LORD's hand double for all her sins.
3
A voice cries out:
"In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4
Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.
5
Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it
together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken."
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A voice says, "Cry out!"
And I said, "What shall I cry?"
All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field.
7
The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the LORD blows
upon it; surely the people are grass. 8The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand forever. 9Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O
Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of
Judah, "Here is your God!" 10See, the Lord GOD comes with might,
and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense
before him. 11He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs
in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.
Following a brief silence:
Let us pray. O Lord our God,
you speak to us of comfort and peace.
When the things of this world wither and fade,
grant that we may stand steadfast in your Word.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
CHRIST IS COMING SOON!
Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-20
14
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem!
15
The LORD has taken away the judgments against you,
he has turned away your enemies.
The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no
more. 16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak.
17
The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory;
he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing 18as on a day of festival.
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I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it.
19
I will deal with all your oppressors at that time.
And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their
shame into praise and renown in all the earth.
20
At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you;
for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the
earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the LORD.
Following a brief silence:
Let us pray. O Lord our God,
we shout for joy at the nearness of your birth.
Renew us with your love, and send us out into the world to share the
good news of Christ’s advent. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
COME AND SAVE US SOON!
Reading: 2 Peter 3:8-15a
8
But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a
thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow
about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not
wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 10But the day of the
Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud
noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and
everything that is done on it will be disclosed.
11
Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons
ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and
hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will
be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? 13But, in
accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth,
where righteousness is at home.
14
Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be
found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; 15and regard the patience of
our Lord as salvation.
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Following a brief silence:
Let us pray. O Lord our God,
we long for your coming.
Grant us patience in our waiting.
Shower us with your peace.
Lead us to live as your holy people.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
MEDITATION
Lost in the Night – ELW 243
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS
God of hope, you shed your light in the darkness of this world. Grant that we
may always live in the promise of your Word made flesh. O God for whom
we long, come and save us soon!
God of mercy, you comfort all in need of your tender care. Watch over those
who are sick, those who mourn, and those who struggle in the midst of
holiday joy. O God for whom we long, come and save us soon!
God of peace, establish your justice in the nations of this world, that all may
strive for the good of your creation. O God for whom we long, come and
save us soon!
God of joy, fill our world with the light of your presence, that we may share
the good news of Christ’s coming. O God for whom we long, come and
save us soon! Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen
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BLESSING
Brothers and sisters,
we are lost in the night no more,
but live in the promise of Christ.
May God, who sends light to overcome all darkness,
grant you grace, mercy, and peace.
Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is coming soon.
Thanks be to God.
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