Sunday, September 15, 2019
Lectionary 24, Year C

Introduction
The grumbling of the Pharisees and the scribes in today’s gospel is actually our holy hope:
This Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. That our God wills to seek and to save
the lost is not only a holy hope, it is our only hope. As Paul’s first letter to Timothy
reminds us, “The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners.” Thanks be to God.

Gathering Hymn – ELW 733
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Prayer of the Day
O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those who
go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is
contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.
First Reading: Exodus 32:7-14
7
The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of
the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside from the way
that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have
worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you
up out of the land of Egypt!’ ” 9The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how
stiff-necked they are. 10Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and
I may consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.”
11
But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath burn
hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and
with a mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he
brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the
earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your
people. 13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by
your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven,
and all this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit
it forever.’ ” 14And the LORD changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring
on his people.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Psalm: Psalm 51:1-10 (read responsively)
1
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
2
Wash me through and through from my wickedness, and cleanse me from my sin.
3
For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me.
4
Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.
5
Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my mother’s womb.
6
Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom deep within.
7
Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be purer than snow.
8
Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have broken may rejoice.
9
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness.
10
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
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Second Reading: 1 Timothy 1:12-17
12
I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me
faithful and appointed me to his service, 13even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a
persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in
unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in
Christ Jesus. 15The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16But for that very reason I
received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost
patience, making me an example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal
life. 17To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory
forever and ever. Amen.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Gospel: Luke 15:1-10
The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 15th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
1
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And the
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and
eats with them.”
3
So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing
one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is
lost until he finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And
when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice
with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more
joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who
need no repentance.
8
“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a
lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9When she has found it, she
calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the
coin that I had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God
over one sinner who repents.”
The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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Hymn of the Day – ELW 808
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Sending Hymn – ELW 866 – We are Marching in the Light of God Siyahamba
We are marching in the light of God,
we are marching in the light of God.
We are marching in the light of God,
we are marching in the light of God.
We are marching, (marching, we are marching, marching,)
we are marching in the light of God.
We are marching, (marching, we are marching, marching,)
we are marching in the light of God.
Additional stanzas ad lib:
We are dancing . . .
We are praying . . .
We are singing . . .
Text: South African traditional; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984
Tr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp.

Upcoming Commemorations
Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, martyr, died around 258
Monday, September 16, 2019
Cyprian served as a bishop during a time of great persecution of Christians. He
insisted on receiving back those who had left the faith under duress. He also
provided medical care during a severe epidemic.
Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, died 1179
Tuesday, September 17, 2019
A mystic who was widely influential within the church, Hildegard advised and
reproved kings and popes, wrote poems and hymns, and produced treatises in
medicine, theology, and natural history. She was also a musician and artist.
Dag Hammarskjöld, renewer of society, died 1961
Wednesday, September 18, 2019
A Swedish diplomat, Hammarskjöld served as the second Secretary General of the
United Nations until his death in a plane crash while trying to negotiate peace in
present-day Zambia. His journal, published as Markings, revealed the depth of his
Christian faith.
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Nelson Wesley Trout, bishop, died 1996 (TFF)
Friday, September 20, 2019
A native of Ohio, Trout served parishes in several parts of the United States before
being elected bishop of the South Pacific District of the American Lutheran Church,
the first African American Lutheran to serve in such a capacity.
Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist
Saturday, September 21, 2019
Matthew (or Levi) was a tax collector in Capernaum for the Roman government.
Tax collectors were frequently despised for dishonesty and for assisting the
occupiers. Jesus nevertheless showed love for them, and chose Matthew to be a
disciple.

This Week at PiC
Tuesday
9:00am – Ruth’s Circle
6:30pm – Men’s Bible Study
Wednesday 6:30pm – Bibles and Brews
Thursday 6:30pm – Women’s Bible Study
Saturday-Saturday – Pr. Alena in Alaska
Sunday – Fr. Al filling in for Pr. Alena

**Prayer Chain – Lynn’s number has changed: 303-918-3255**
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Peace in Christ Church
An Episcopal-Lutheran Ministry
P.O. Box 2098/236 Tabor St.
Elizabeth, CO
(303) 646-6528
Sharing God’s love, grace, and mercy
with ourselves, our neighbors, and all of God’s creation
through worship, fellowship, education, prayer, stewardship, invitation, and service.
The Reverend Alena Lamirato Pastor/ Rector
Office hours Tuesdays after 3pm and Thursdays after 2 PM
Feel free to call for a visit at any time.
pastoralena@yahoo.com / phone (720) 256-3007
www.peaceinchristelm.org
Birthdays:
16 – Lindsey Antrim
18 – Bob Rivera
Anniversaries:
7 – Marlena and James Antrim
Baptismal Anniversaries:
14 – Ellen Sieders

Flowers given by Alysia Handley
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