Sunday, December 20, 2020
Fourth Sunday of Advent
ELW Service of the Word

Introduction to the day
God keeps the promise made to David to give him an everlasting throne. The angel tells Mary
that God will give David’s throne to her son Jesus. She is perplexed by Gabriel’s greeting and
by the news of her coming pregnancy, but she is able still to say, “Count me in.” We who know
that Jesus is called king only as he is executed still find it a mystery hard to fathom, but with
Mary today we hear the news of what God is up to and say, “Count us in.”

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
The Advent Wreath
One of the best-known customs for the season is the Advent wreath. The wreath and winter
candle-lighting in the midst of growing darkness strengthen some of the Advent images found
in the Bible. The unbroken circle of greens is clearly an image of everlasting life, a victory
wreath, the crown of Christ, or the wheel of time itself. Christians use the wreath as a sign that
Christ reaches into our time to lead us to the light of everlasting life. The four candles mark the
progress of the four weeks of Advent and the growth of light. Sometimes the wreath is
embellished with natural dried flowers or fruit. Its evergreen branches lead the household and
the congregation to the evergreen Christmas tree. In many homes, the family gathers for prayers
around the wreath.
Fourth Week of Advent
Blessed are you, God of hosts, for you promised to send a son, Emmanuel, who brought your
presence among us; and you promise through your Son Jesus to save us from our sin.
As we light these candles, turn again to us in mercy; strengthen our faith in the word spoken by
your prophets; restore us and give us life that we may be saved.
O house of David, come,
let us rejoice, for the Son of God, Emmanuel, comes to be with us. Amen.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
whose forgiveness is sure and whose steadfast love endures forever. Amen.
Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Loving and forgiving God,
we confess that we are held captive by sin.
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger;
we have not loved our neighbor;
we have not been Christ to one another.
Restore us, O God.
Wake us up and turn us from our sin.
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen.
People of God, hear this glad news:
by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you are free—
free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God.
May you be strengthened in God’s love, ☩ comforted by Christ’s peace,
and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
KYRIE
Lord, have mercy: Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy: Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy: Lord, have mercy.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from
the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all
the world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
A reading from 2 Samuel.
1
Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his
enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of
cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in
mind; for the LORD is with you.”
4
But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my servant David:
Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6I have not lived in a house
since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving
about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel,
did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd
my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” 8Now therefore thus
you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture,
from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I have been with you
wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you
a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my
people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no
more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed
judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the
LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. 16Your house and your kingdom
shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Luke 1:46b-55
46b
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 47my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48
for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:
49
you, the Almighty, have done great things for me and holy is your name.
50
You have mercy on those who fear you, from generation to generation.
51
You have shown strength with your arm and scattered the proud in | their conceit,
52
casting down the mighty from their thrones and lifting up the lowly.
53
You have filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty.
54
You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, to remember the promise of mercy,
55
the promise made to our forbears, to Abraham and his children forever.
SECOND READING: Romans 16:25-27
A reading from Romans.
25
Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26but
is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles,
according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith—27to the
only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Here I am, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.
Alleluia. (Luke 1:38)
GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-38
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
26
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to
a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name
was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”
29
But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.
30
The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And
now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will
be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?”
35
The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.
36
And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth
month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then
Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then
the angel departed from her.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
1 The angel Gabriel from heaven came,
with wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame:
"All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary,
most highly favored lady." Gloria!
2 "For know a blessed mother thou shalt be,
all generations laud and honor thee;
thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold,
most highly favored lady." Gloria!
3 Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head;
"To me be as it pleaseth God," she said.
"My soul shall laud and magnify God's holy name."
Most highly favored lady, Gloria!
4 Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born
in Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn,
and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say:
"Most highly favored lady." Gloria!
CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
On this fourth Sunday of Advent, let us pray that God come quickly to this weary world,
responding to each petition with the words, “Come and save us soon.” A brief silence.
O God, Emmanuel, we pray: be with us. Bless our national church and our own congregation.
Bless also our neighbors of other denominations and faiths, that strengthened by your presence
we may support one another in love and together serve those in need. A brief silence.
Hear our prayer, O God: Come and save us soon.
O God, the Wisdom of the world, as tomorrow the earth’s north tilts back toward the sun,
preserve vegetation and wild animals during winter. Form us into a people who honor your
creation. Make of our decorated Christmas trees signs of our thankfulness for the earth.
A brief silence.
Hear our prayer, O God: Come and save us soon.
O God, King of nations, bring peace and justice to the countries of the world. Lead the nations
of the Middle East toward peace with one another and justice for the Palestinians. Guide our
elected leaders toward honest and compassionate policies that serve all the people. Preserve our
nation from discord and violence. A brief silence.
Hear our prayer, O God: Come and save us soon.
O God, Key of David, look with mercy on all who are locked into despair, who fear the
darkness, who live brokenhearted. Open windows to those who are isolated. Abide with all who
are incarcerated. Give shelter to the homeless and the refugees. A brief silence.
Hear our prayer, O God: Come and save us soon.
O God, Root of Jesse, nurture our community. Connect us with one another across all barriers,
and bring an end to historic prejudices. Bless the work of food pantries and relief agencies, and
inspire our holidays with your spirit of benevolence. A brief silence.
Hear our prayer, O God: Come and save us soon.
O God, Ruler of might, send your healing power to all in bodily need. Curb the coronavirus,
and strengthen medical workers. For those with COVID-19 we pray: . . . Guide all world health
organizations and governmental officials in the distribution of the vaccines, and calm the fears
of those who are reluctant to receive the vaccine. Bring pregnant women to successful births.
We pray especially for . . . . A brief silence.
Hear our prayer, O God: Come and save us soon.
O God, our Savior, dwell within us; make us your home, and receive the prayers of our hearts.
A longer time of silence.
Hear our prayer, O God: Come and save us soon.
O God, Dayspring everlasting, we remember all who have died and now live in your light,
especially Katharina von Bora Luther and those we name here before you: . . . Gather us to

yourself, when we join with all the faithful of every time and land to sing Mary’s hymn of
praise. A brief silence.
Hear our prayer, O God: Come and save us soon.
We cannot thank you enough, O Emmanuel, for your ongoing presence among us. Remain with
us, and receive our prayers, for the sake of the Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
THANKSGIVING
OFFERING
As forgiven and reconciled people, we offer ourselves and our gifts to God. Amen
BLESSING OF COMMITMENT CARDS FOR 2021
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You made the whole earth for your
glory; all creation praises you. We lift our voices to join the songs of heaven and earth, of
things seen and unseen. You stretched out the heavens like a tent; you divided the day from the
night; you appointed times and seasons for work and rest, for tearing down and building up.
You blessed your people through all generations and guided them in life and death: Abraham
and Sarah; Moses and Miriam; Isaiah and all the prophets;
Mary, mother of our Lord; Peter, James, John, and all the apostles; and all the saints and
witnesses in your church of ages past, in whom your Spirit spoke and moved.
We give you thanks, O God, as we dedicate our 2021 Commitment Cards to your glory and
praise. Grant us faith to know your gracious purpose in all things, give us joy in them, and lead
us to the building up of your kingdom; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
OFFERING PRAYER
Generous God,
you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season.
Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing.
In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. Amen.
Thanksgiving for the Word: Advent
Holy God,
the Beginning and the Ending, our Hope as we wait,
we praise you for joining us to your people of old.
We bless you for your prophets who call us to righteousness
and promise a new earth with peace for all.
For the Word of your covenant, we thank you, O God.
We thank you, O God.

We praise you for the coming of Jesus our Lord,
who lifts up the lowly, heals the suffering world,
and proclaims your way of mercy and truth.
For your Word who is Christ, we magnify you, O God.
We magnify you, O God.
Send your Spirit on all who receive your Word.
Nurture our faith with your grace,
accompany us with your might,
and empower our zeal for your justice and joy.
For your Word through the church, we praise you, O God.
We praise you, O God.
All praise to you, holy God, today, tomorrow, and forever. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Tuesday – 6:30pm Men’s Bible Study
Wednesday – 10am Advent Morning Prayer FB Live
Thursday – Christmas Eve Worship 4:30pm
Friday – Merry Christmas!!
Dec. 25-Jan 2 – Pr. Alena on vacation
Sunday, Dec. 27 – please attend worship with the Cathedral - sjcathedral.org

BIRTHDAY PRAYER (Jacob and Jere)
Watch over your child(ren)____, O Lord as (his/her/their) days increase; bless and guide
(him/her/them) wherever (he/she/they) may be. Strengthen (him/her/them) when (he/she/they)
stand(s); comfort (him/her/them) when discouraged or sorrowful; raise (him/her/them) up if
(he/she/they) fall(s); and in (his/her/their) heart(s) may your peace which passes understanding
abide all the days of (his/her/their) life (lives); through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
BLESSING
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting,
the long-expected Savior fill you with love,
the unexpected Spirit guide your journey,
☩ now and forever.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
2 O come, O Wisdom from on high,
embracing all things far and nigh:
in strength and beauty come and stay;
teach us your will and guide our way. Refrain
3 O come, O come, O Lord of might,
as to your tribes on Sinai's height
in ancient times you gave the law
in cloud, and majesty, and awe. Refrain
4 O come, O Branch of Jesse, free
your own from Satan's tyranny;
from depths of hell your people save,
and give them vict'ry o'er the grave. Refrain
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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