February 21, 2021
First Sunday in Lent
ELW Service of the Word

Introduction to the day
On Ash Wednesday the church began its journey toward baptismal immersion in the death and
resurrection of Christ. This year, the Sundays in Lent lead us to focus on five covenants God
makes in the Hebrew Scriptures and to use them as lenses through which to view baptism. First
Peter connects the way God saved Noah’s family in the flood with the way God saves us
through the water of baptism. The baptismal covenant is made with us individually, but the new
life we are given in baptism is for the sake of the whole world.

GATHERING
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the keeper of the covenant,
the source of steadfast love,
our rock and our redeemer. Amen.
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is
full of compassion.
Fountain of living water,
pour out your mercy over us.
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.
Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn.
Wash us in your cleansing flood.
Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus,
as healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen.
Beloved, God’s word never fails.
The promise rests on grace:
by the saving love of Jesus Christ,
the wisdom and power of God,
your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more.
Journey in the way of Jesus. Amen.
GREETING
The love of God poured into our hearts, the saving grace of Jesus Christ, and the abundant life
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
KYRIE
Lord, have mercy: Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy: Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy: Lord, have mercy.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in the
wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May
your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Genesis 9:8-17
A reading from Genesis.
8
God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my covenant with
you and your descendants after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds,
the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark.
11
I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a
flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign
of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for
all future generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant
between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the
clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of
all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is
in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living
creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant
that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 25:1-10
1
To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.
2
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
3
Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
4
Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths.
5
Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
6
Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
7
Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.
8
You are gracious and upright, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
9
You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.
10
All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:18-22
A reading from 1 Peter.
18
Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring
you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he

went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when
God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is,
eight persons, were saved through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves
you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience,
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of
God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Return to the Lord, your God, who is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.
GOSPEL: Mark 1:9-15
The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.
9
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
10
And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
12
And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness
forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.
14
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God,
15
and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe
in the good news.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
On this first Sunday in Lent, let us pray boldly for all in need, responding to each petition with
words echoing today’s psalm, “In you we put our trust.”
Relying on you, O God of our salvation, we pray for the church throughout the world, that
strengthened by the promises of baptism, we discern your way of truth and justice, and reject
the attractive lures of evil. Sustain those Christians who are beset with temptations or hardship.
A brief silence.
Receive our prayers, O righteous God: In you we put our trust.
Remembering Deaconess Elizabeth Fedde, we pray for all deacons and deaconesses, that they
serve those in need with constancy and joy. Empower our congregation’s ministries of care, and
provide the funds needed for service. A brief silence.
Receive our prayers, O generous God: In you we put our trust.
Grateful for a plenteous creation, we pray that you preserve the wild beasts and keep lands from
being flooded by waters. Encourage the work of biologists, conservationists, and science
educators, that we all come to appreciate more about the wonders that you create.
A brief silence.
Receive our prayers, O creative God: In you we put our trust.
Distressed by injustice and violence, we pray for leaders who govern in our nation and around
the world, that they strive for equality and concord in all things. Visit the people of Myanmar
and Sudan and stem the might of tyrants the world over. A brief silence.
Receive our prayers, O sovereign God: In you we put our trust.
Alert to the difficulties of wintertime, we pray for all who are cold, for all the homeless, for
refugees awaiting assistance, and for all whose employment requires them to endure brutal
weather. Surround them with a community of concern. A brief silence.
Receive our prayers, O warm-hearted God: In you we put our trust.
Pained by the suffering of others, we pray for all who are sick, especially those we name here
before you: . . . We pray for all who have contracted COVID-19, for those who are bowed
down by trials of any kind, for those who face natural disasters, for those whose suffering is
known only to you. Comfort those who feel desolate. Give health and wholeness to all who
suffer. A brief silence.
Receive our prayers, O benevolent God: In you we put our trust.
Praying also for ourselves, we ask your Spirit to accompany us through each wilderness that we
must endure. Hear now the desires of our hearts. A longer period of silence.
Receive our prayers, O tender and mighty God: In you we put our trust.

We praise you for the Christians of time past, especially Polycarp and all the martyrs who died
in their witness to you. Give us the faith that at the end, your rainbow will bring endless beauty
to all things. A brief silence.
Receive our prayers, O splendid God: In you we put our trust.
Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through
your beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
THANKSGIVING
OFFERING
As forgiven and reconciled people, we offer ourselves and our gifts to God. Amen
OFFERING PRAYER
O God, receive our gifts as you receive us:
like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide.
Nourish us anew in your tender care,
and empower us in faithful service
to tend to others with this same love,
through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. Amen.
CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Holy God,
our living Water, our faithful Companion, our true Guide,
by your Word you created a world with rivers and seas, wells and springs,
and in mercy you provided water for your people in the wilderness.
For your Word with the water of baptism, we thank you, O God. We thank you, O God.
We praise you for Christ, who joined us in our desert,
calling us to righteousness, granting forgiveness,
and walking with us into newness of life.
For Jesus, your gracious Word, we glorify you, O God. We glorify you, O God.

Through these days of Lent we plead for your Spirit,
that strengthened by your Word,
we may care for others and for the world you made,
and work for justice and peace for all.
For your Word in our hearts and minds, we praise you, O God. We praise you, O God.
Receive our thanksgiving, and grant us your blessing,
Holy God, now and forever. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BIRTHDAY PRAYER (Alysia and Steve)
Watch over your child(ren)____, O Lord as (his/her/their) days increase; bless and guide
(him/her/them) wherever (he/she/they) may be. Strengthen (him/her/them) when (he/she/they)
stand(s); comfort (him/her/them) when discouraged or sorrowful; raise (him/her/them) up if
(he/she/they) fall(s); and in (his/her/their) heart(s) may your peace which passes understanding
abide all the days of (his/her/their) life (lives); through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
BLESSING
You are what God made you to be:
created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved,
freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.
From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

