
Sunday, March 21, 2021  
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

ELW Service of the Word 

 

 
 

Introduction to the day 
God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be made in the future: a covenant that will 

allow all the people to know God by heart. The church sees this promise fulfilled in Christ, who 

draws all people to himself when he is lifted up on the cross. Our baptismal covenant draws us 

to God’s heart through Christ and draws God’s love and truth into our hearts. We join together 

in worship, sharing in word, song, and meal, and leave strengthened to share God’s love with 

all the world. 

 

 



GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the keeper of the covenant, 

the source of steadfast love, 

our rock and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is 

full of compassion. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Fountain of living water, 

pour out your mercy over us. 

Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 

Rebuild what we have ruined 

and mend what we have torn. 

Wash us in your cleansing flood. 

Make us alive in the Spirit 

to follow in the way of Jesus, 

as healers and restorers of the world you so love.Amen. 

 

Beloved, God’s word never fails. 

The promise rests on grace: 

by the saving love of Jesus Christ, 

the wisdom and power of God, 

your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more. 

Journey in the way of Jesus.  Amen. 

 

GREETING 

The love of God poured into our hearts, the saving grace of Jesus Christ, and the abundant life 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 

Lord, have mercy: Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy: Lord, have mercy. 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our prayers. 

Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we may live in 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 

A reading from Jeremiah. 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house 

of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 

ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that 

they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will 

make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, 

and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No 

longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all 

know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, 

and remember their sin no more. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 51:1-12 

 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your| steadfast love; 

  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 

 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 

  and cleanse me from my sin. 
 3For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me. 

 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 

  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment. 
 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 

  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 

 6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 

  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 

 8Let me hear joy and gladness; 

  that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
 9Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness. 

 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

 11Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation 

  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 



SECOND READING: Hebrews 5:5-10 

A reading from Hebrews. 
5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said 

to him,  

 “You are my Son, 

  today I have begotten you”; 
6as he says also in another place,  

 “You are a priest forever, 

  according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

  7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and 

tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 

submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; 9and 

having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 
10having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Return to the Lord, your God, 

who is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

GOSPEL: John 12:20-33 

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They came to 

Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip 

went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, 

“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of 

wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much 

fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it 

for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be 

also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 

 

  27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, 

it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice 

came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd standing there 

heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus 

answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this 

world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the 

earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 



APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

On this fifth Sunday in Lent, let us offer both our laments and our petitions to God, responding 

to each petition with words from today’s psalm, “have mercy on us.”  A brief silence. 

 

O God, we lament that over the past months many Christians have not be able to assemble in 

person for worship. Many believers have languished alone. And we pray: Strengthen all 

Christians in every church around the globe in the covenant of their baptism. Equip children and 

teachers in Sunday school, confirmation, and service projects, whether online or in person. 

A brief silence. 

O faithful God, in your steadfast love, have mercy on us. 

 

We lament that by indulging our own desires, we have misused your creation and have 

worsened the poverty of others. And we pray: Continue your care for the earth you have made. 

Protect animals and their habitats. Grant weather that prepares the soil for seeds, and shelter all 

lands from violent storms, flooding, and wildfires.  A brief silence. 

O almighty God, in your steadfast love, have mercy on us. 

 

We lament that as a nation we have not insured justice for all and equal access to freedoms and 

to the necessities of life. We lament ongoing prejudices and violence on our streets and in our 

homes. And we pray: Bring an end to warfare and terrorism. Imbue our courts with truth and 

wisdom. Guide citizens throughout the world to shape communities that reflect your mercy, 

justice, and peace, and give them creativity to work for the welfare of all. A brief silence. 

O righteous God, in your steadfast love, have mercy on us. 



We lament the sufferings of people the world over. We lament the sorrows of the pandemic. We 

lament hunger, homelessness, and loneliness. And we pray: End this pandemic. Provide 

vaccinations to all persons around the earth. Guide us in healing the sick, welcoming the 

migrant, feeding the hungry, and living with others in harmony. We pray especially for . . . . 

A brief silence. 

O benevolent God, in your steadfast love, have mercy on us. 

 

We lament the hopelessness that afflicts so many people. We lament the anguish of refugee 

camps, of overcrowded hospitals, of unhappy homes. And we pray: As this Thursday we 

celebrate the annunciation of the birth of Jesus to Mary, instill in us gratitude for your presence 

among humankind, for holding us through sorrow, and for leading us into joy. A brief silence. 

O compassionate God, in your steadfast love, have mercy on us. 

 

We lament our secret sorrows known only to you, and we ask you to receive the prayers of our 

hearts. A longer period of silence. 

O mothering God, in your steadfast love, have mercy on us. 

 

We lament the countless who have died of COVID and the diminishment of life that so many 

have endured. We praise you for those who have given us words for our lament and our praise, 

especially today Thomas Cranmer. At the end, bring us with all who have died in Christ into 

your everlasting presence. A brief silence. 

O everlasting God, in your steadfast love, have mercy on us. 

 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, Father of glory, in your bountiful Spirit, and in 

the name of Christ, our great high priest, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 

THANKSGIVING 

  

OFFERING 

As forgiven and reconciled people, we offer ourselves and our gifts to God.  Amen 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
O God, receive our gifts as you receive us: 

like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide. 

Nourish us anew in your tender care, 

and empower us in faithful service 

to tend to others with this same love, 

through Jesus Christ, our saving grace.  Amen. 

 

 

 



CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 

and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Let us pray. 

Gracious God, who has named and claimed us,  

calling us your beloved children,  

you know the secrets of our hearts.  

When we sin and stray from your paths,  

you astound us with your saving grace.  

For this Word of life, we give you thanks. 

 

Loving Jesus, living Word,  

in you the Kingdom of God has come near;  

through you all that was lost has been found.  

Help us to boldly follow wherever you may lead,  

trusting your promise that we need not fear,  

for you are with us.  

For this Word of life, we give you thanks.  

 

Holy Spirit, the mystery in which we dwell,  

into our scarcity, your abundance flows.  

Enliven all communities with your good news.  

Guide us to love and serve Jesus,  

giving ourselves away for the sake of the world.  

For this Word of life, we give you thanks.  

All glory to you, holy God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 



SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Holy Communion today at 11am 

• Tuesday – Men’s Bible Study Romans 7 6:30pm 

• Wednesday – Morning Prayer 10am 

• Lenten Study 6:30pm 

• Thursday – Women’s Bible Study 6:30pm 

• Friday – all articles for newsletter due by noon 

• Next Sunday – Palm Sunday 

 

BIRTHDAY PRAYER  (Daimeon) 

Watch over your child(ren)____, O Lord as (his/her/their) days increase; bless and guide 

(him/her/them) wherever (he/she/they) may be.  Strengthen (him/her/them) when (he/she/they) 

stand(s); comfort (him/her/them) when discouraged or sorrowful; raise (him/her/them) up if 

(he/she/they) fall(s); and in (his/her/their) heart(s) may your peace which passes understanding 

abide all the days of (his/her/their) life (lives); through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

ANNIVERSARY PRAYER (Rudy and Jennifer) 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we commend to your care____ and ____ as they celebrate 

their wedding anniversary.  Knit them together in constant affection for each other.  Fill them 

with faith, virtue, knowledge, patience, and godliness so that their home may be a haven of 

blessing and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

BAPTISMAL REMEMBRANCE (Ed) 

Name , when you were baptized, you were marked with the cross of Christ forever.  Remember 

your baptism with thanksgiving and joy. 

Let us pray.  Gracious God, we thank you for the new life you give us through holy baptism. 

Especially, we ask you to bless  name  on the anniversary of her/his baptism. Continue to 

strengthen  name  with the Holy Spirit, and increase in her/him your gifts of grace: the spirit of 

wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear 

of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and 

beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, in the name 

of the holy and life-giving Trinity.  Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God. 
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