May 8, 2022

Fourth Sunday of Easter

Introduction to the day
The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen Christ. It is the promise of Jesus. It was

true for Dorcas in Joppa. It was true for those “who have come out of the great ordeal” in the
Revelation vision. It is true for us and for all the baptized: Surely goodness and mercy shall
follow me all the days of my life, and | will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.



GATHERING SONG Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! ELW 385

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!
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I Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice and sing! Now is the tri - umph
2 The Lord of life is ris’n this day; death’s might-y stone 1S
3 Praise we in songs of vic - to - ry that love, that life which
4 Your name we bless, O ris - en Lord, and sing to - day with
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of our king! To all the world glad news we bring:
rolled a - way; let all the earth re - joice and say:
can - not die, and sing with hearts up - lift - ed high:
one ac - cord, the life laid down, the life re - stored:
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Al-le - lu - 1a, al -le-lu - ia, al -le -Iu - ia!

Text: Cyril A. Alington, 1872-1955, alt.

Music: GELOBT SEI GOTT, Melchior Vulpius, 1570-1615

Text © 1958, ren. 1986 Hymas Ancient and Modern, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of
the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in everything good that we
may do your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, how
and forever.

Amen.



FIRST READING: Acts 9:36-43

A reading from Acts.

**Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She
was devoted to good works and acts of charity. °’At that time she became ill and died. When
they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. **Since Lydda was near Joppa, the
disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come to
us without delay.” **So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to
the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other
clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. “°Peter put all of them outside, and
then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she
opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. “*He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then
calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. ““This became known throughout
Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. “*“Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a
certain Simon, a tanner.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 23 The Lord's My Shepherd ELW 778
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1 The Lord’s my shep-herd; I'll not want. He makes me down to lie
2 My soul he doth re - store a - gain, and me to walk doth make
3 Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, yet will 1 fear no l;
4 My ta - ble thou hast rich - ly spread in pres-ence of my foes;
5 Good-ness and mer - cy all my lLife shall sure-ly fol-low me,
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n pas - tures green; he lead-eth me the qui -et wa - ters by

with - in the paths of righ-teous-ness,e’en for his own name’s sake;
for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort  still;
my  head thou dost with o0il a - noint,and my cup o - ver - flows.

and in God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be;
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He lead-eth me, he lead-eth me the qui-et wa - ters by.
with - in the paths of righ-teous-ness, e’en for his own name’s sake.
for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort still.

My  head thou dost with o0il a - noint,and my cup o - ver - flows.
and in God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be.



SECOND READING: Revelation 7:9-17

A reading from Revelation.

°After this | looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation,
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb,
robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. ‘°They cried out in a loud voice, saying,

“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”

“And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures,
and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, ‘“singing,

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom

and thanksgiving and honor

and power and might

be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”

“*Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where
have they come from?” *“I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me,
“These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb.

For this reason they are before the throne of God,

and worship him day and night within his temple,

and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
*They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;

the sun will not strike them,

nor any scorching heat;

Yfor the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,

and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,

and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL.: John 10:22-30

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

*2At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, *and Jesus
was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. ““So the Jews gathered around him and
said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”
*Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s
name testify to me; “°but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. ?’My
sheep hear my voice. | know them, and they follow me. *I give them eternal life, and they will
never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. ?’What my Father has given me is
greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. **The Father and | are
one.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



HYMN OF THE DAY At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing ELW 682
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1 At the Lamb’s high feast we  sing praise  to
2 Praise we  Christ, whose love di - vine gives  his
3 Where the pas - chal blood is poured death’s dread
4 Praise we  Chnst, whose blood was shed, pas - chal
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our vic - to - rious king, who has washed us in the tde
sa - cred  blood for wine, gives his bod - y for the feast—
an - gel sheathes the sword, Is - rael’s hosts tr1 - um-phant go
vic - tim, pas -  chal bread; with sin - cer - 1 - ty and love
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flow - ing from his wound-ed side. Al - le - lu - ia!
Christ the vic - tim, Chnist the priest. Al - le - Ju - ia!
through the wave that drowns the foe. Al - le - lu - ia!
eat we man - na from a - bove. Al - le - Ju - ia!

5 Mighty victim from the sky,
hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath you lie;
you have conquered in the fight,
you have brought us life and light.
Alleluia!

6 Now no more can death appall,
now no more the grave enthrall;
you have opened paradise,
and your saints in you shall rise.
Alleluia!

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy!
This alone can sin destroy;
from sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,
newbormn souls in you to be.
Alleluia!

8 Father, who the crown shall give,
Savior, by whose death we live,
Spirit, guide through all our days:
Three in One, your name we praise.
Alleluia!

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church,
people in need, and all of creation.

Gentle Shepherd, enable your church to respond to the voice of Jesus. Give us unfailing trust,
unafraid to join in Jesus’ work of renewing all things. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Feed your people at the table of creation. Prepare a safe place for those whose environments are
dangerous or unhealthy, especially those making difficult journeys. Prosper your creation for
the sake of every living thing. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.



Warm the hearts of all who celebrate and all who mourn on Mother’s Day. Accompany those
yearning to be mothers. Help us to heal from broken family relationships and open us to receive
your nurturing love from all who serve mothering roles in our lives (especially). God, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Seek out those who weep while they await healing or consolation (especially). Set people in
their path who can provide the care they need, and wipe away every tear from their eyes. God,
In your mercy, hear our prayer.

Inspire the words of prophets and saints who employ innovative imagery to stretch our
understanding (as did Julian of Norwich, whom we commemorate today). Send Christ to
instruct us with motherly care. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer,

Enfold us in the great multitude of saints from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and
languages. Wash us in your saving grace every day, guiding us to your waters of life. God, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mon-Wednesday — RMS Synod Assembly
Wednesday — Morning Prayer 10am FB Live
Thursday — Women’s Bible Study 6:30pm
Saturday — An Evening for Haiti

BLESSING OF MOTHERS

Gracious God,

in love you have given us the gift of mothers.

Grant to each of them your power and grace.
Strengthen them in their mothering

with tenderness and understanding,

with compassion and joy.

Endow them with wisdom and knowledge

so that they might teach their children

how to live and how to love;

how to seek and pursue that which is right and true;
how to turn away from all that is hurtful and wrong.
Deepen their own faith

so that they might instill in their children a love for you
that will sustain and keep them their whole life long.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.



BLESSING OF GRADUATES

Abby, as you celebrate your achievements and prepare to begin new endeavors, be mindful of
your grounding in faith, and of your vocation to serve God in all your life’s work and
accomplishments.

Let us pray.

Gracious God, you bless your servants with many achievements. We give thanks especially for
the milestones that Abby has attained. As they begin new phases of their lives, may they also
know your love and experience your peace in all the experiences they encounter. Bless also the
parents of these students, who have raised their children and nourished them in the Christian
faith. Give them strength in your continuing presence and give them many joyful reunions with
their sons and daughters, who may be leaving home soon to begin new and varied ventures,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Go out into the world in peace;

be of good courage;

hold to what is good;

return no one evil for evil;

strengthen the faint-hearted,;

support the weak;

help the suffering;

honor all people;

love and serve our God,

rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

SENDING SONG Have No Fear, Little Flock ELW 764

1 Have no fear, little flock; 3 Praise the Lord high above;
have no fear, little flock, praise the Lord high above,

for the Father has chosen for he stoops down to heal you,
to give you the kingdom; uplift and restore you;

have no fear, little flock! praise the Lord high above!

2 Have good cheer, little flock; 4 Thankful hearts raise to God;
have good cheer, little flock, thankful hearts raise to God,
for the Father will keep you for he stays close beside you,
in his love forever; in all things works with you;
have good cheer, little flock! thankful hearts raise to God!

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.



