Sunday, November 22, 2020
Christ the King
ELW Service of the Word

Introduction to the day
On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment. In the end,
the faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to those who are poor, hungry, naked,
sick, or estranged. In the first reading God is the shepherd who seeks the lost, weak, and
injured and feeds them with justice. We gather this day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his
victory over death, yet we await the consummation of all things yet to come. Acknowledging
Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may be known in our loving words and
deeds.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Faithful God,
have mercy on us.
We confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We turn from your loving embrace
and go our own ways.
We pass judgment on one another
before examining ourselves.
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors.
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions,
and turn us again to life in you
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
God hears the cries of all who call out in need,
and through his death and resurrection,
Christ has made us his own.
Hear the truth that God proclaims:
Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness
to do God’s work in the world.
Amen.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE
Glory to God and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we inherit the
riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to serve the
world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
A reading from Ezekiel.
11
Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 12As
shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my
sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of
clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the
countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of
Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I will feed them with
good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down
in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself
will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. 16I will
seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will
strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.
20
Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and
the lean sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak
animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, 22I will save my flock, and they
shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep.
23
I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall
feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David
shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 95:1-7a
1
Come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
2
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the LORD with psalms.
3
For you, LORD, are a great God,
and a great ruler above all gods.
4
In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
the heights of the hills are also yours.
5
The sea is yours, for you made it,
and your hands have molded the dry land.
6
Come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the LORD our maker.
7a
For the LORD is our God,
and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand.
SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23
A reading from Ephesians.
15
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this
reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and
revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious
inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who
believe, according to the working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ
when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far
above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not
only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has
made him the head over all things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who
fills all in all.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.
GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31-46
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with
him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him,
and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats,
33
and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to

those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was
naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you
visited me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry
and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw
you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we
saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you,
just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family you did it to me.’
41
Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I
was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me,
naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then
they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or
naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I
tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And
these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
On this the last Sunday of the church year, let us pray to see God’s reign in the church, in the
world, and with all in need. A brief silence.
Great God, we praise you for sustaining the church through another year of grace. Continue to
shepherd your people with your tender care. Sustain the social ministries of the body of Christ,
and increase ecumenical sharing of opportunities for ministry. A brief silence.
You are the great and holy God: In mercy, receive our prayers.
Sustain the world that you have made, the heights of the hills, the seas and the dry land. Guard
the animals during the winter months, and direct our use of creation to provide for the needs of
all. Be a source of strength and refuge for all weathering severe storms. A brief silence.
You are the great and renewing God: In mercy, receive our prayers.
Bring peace to every place where conflict rages, that your reign may be honored throughout the
world. Be with the people of Armenia, Ethiopia, and Hong Kong. Bless the work of the United
Nations and of agencies that promote the wellbeing of all peoples. A brief silence.
You are the great and peacemaking God: In mercy, receive our prayers.
Bring a peaceful conclusion to the American national elections. Bless all the newly elected
officials with a love of concord and a desire for justice. Turn us away from historic prejudices,
and show us your image in each of our neighbors. A brief silence.
You are the great and reconciling God: In mercy, receive our prayers.
Visit American homes on Thanksgiving Day. When we are separated from loved ones, embrace
us with your care. Keep gatherings safe. Even in our reduced celebrations, give us voices to
offer thanks to you for your perpetual blessings. A brief silence.
You are the great and generous God: In mercy, receive our prayers.
We beg you to end the earth’s pandemic. Bring healing to the millions who are suffering from
the coronavirus – any who are sick, dying, despairing, isolated, unemployed, and all exhausted
medical workers. Guide researchers in developing a vaccine. A brief silence.
You are the great and healing God: In mercy, receive our prayers.

Show your loving power to all who are in need.
Equip us to feed the hungry,
to provide clean water for the thirsty,
to welcome the stranger,
to clothe the naked,
to care for the sick,
to visit the prisoners.
We pray especially for. . . .
A brief silence.
You are the great and gracious God: In mercy, receive our prayers.
We appeal to you, Sovereign God, we who are like both the sheep and the goats, and we ask
that in compassion you will hear the prayers of our own hearts. A longer period of silence.
You are the great and loving God: In mercy, receive our prayers.
We praise you for all the saints who have died in the faith, especially this week for the
hymnwriter Isaac Watts, who gave us words to praise the reign of Christ. At the end of all
things, bring us together with all the saints into your kingdom of joy. A brief silence.
You are the great and eternal God: In mercy, receive our prayers.
Receive our prayers, O triune God: Father of glory, Lord Jesus Christ, and Spirit of wisdom,
now and forever. Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
THANKSGIVING
OFFERING
As forgiven and reconciled people, we offer ourselves and our gifts to God. Amen.
WHY I GIVE
Stewardship means giving your time, talents and financial support to your church. For me,
time and talents are the hardest to do. Working full time at a job that does not always have set
hours and involves being on call some evenings and weekends, doesn’t provide the best
opportunities for me to help our church. I do what I can by being on the board, setting up for
communion ( in normal times) when I can, and helping out during service as able.
Surprisingly, tithing is the easiest thing to do for me, especially using Tithe.ly! In the
beginning, I figured out approximately 10% of my gross pay which fluctuates and signed up on
the website. I get paid every two weeks and it was easy to set up my deduction to coincide with
my pay date. Layne and I travel a lot and are gone many weekends, so by using Tithely I don’t
have to miss a week of giving or try to catch up when I’m there. Which we all know never
happens, even with the best intentions! Every payday, I automatically deduct my tithe amount

from my checking like I do any other bill.
Why do I tithe? I believe that is what we are supposed to do to help our church grow. Also, I
believe God wants us to trust him and have faith that He will provide for us. Unfortunately, it
takes money to run a church. I, personally love our little church and I want to support it so we
can continue and even grow! We are an amazing and diverse group with so much to offer! I
learn from each one of you!
Please consider tithing and using the Tithe.ly website if you don’t already! If you have any
questions, I can try and help you or Van can also.
Lynn Hellickson
HOW TO GIVE
You can give an offering to Peace in Christ by mailing it to PO Box 2098, Elizabeth, CO, 80107
or by giving on line through tithe.ly https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-onetime/318181
OFFERING PRAYER
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us
with these gifts - ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray.
O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with
the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the
end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BAPTISMAL REMEMBRANCE (Emily)
Name , when you were baptized, you were marked with the cross of Christ forever. Remember
your baptism with thanksgiving and joy.
Let us pray.
Gracious God, we thank you for the new life you give us through holy baptism. Especially, we
ask you to bless name on the anniversary of her/his baptism. Continue to strengthen name with
the Holy Spirit, and increase in her/him your gifts of grace: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,
the spirit of joy in your presence; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
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