April 7, 2024

Second Sunday of Easter

Introduction to the day
The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ’s

presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the disciples on
the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus
offers us his wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened individuals we are transformed
into a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one

among us is in need.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Pr. Alena on vacation through the 15th



GATHERING SONG Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain (ELW 363)
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1 Come, you faith-ful, raise the stram of tri - um - phant glad - ness!
2 "Tis the spring of souls to - day: Christ has burst his pris - on,
3 Now the queen of sea-sons,bright with the day of splen-dor,
4 Nei - ther could the gates of death, nor the tomb’s dark por - tal,
5 Al - le - lu - ia! now we cry to our Lord 1im - mor - tal,
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God has brought forth Is - ra - el in - to joy from sad - ness,
and from three days’ sleep in death as a sun  has ris - en.
with the 7r1oy - al feast of feasts comes its  joy to ren - der;
nor the watch - ers, nor the scal, hold you as a mor - tal:
who tri - um - phant burst the bars of the tomb’s dark por - tal;
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loosed from Pha-raoh’s bit - ter yoke Ja - cob’s sons and daugh-ters;
All the win-ter of our sins, long and dark, i1s fly - ing
comes to glad Jer - u - sa - lem, who with true af - fec - tion
but to - day, a-mong your own, you  ap - pear, be - stow - ing
Al - le - lu - ia! with the Son God the Fa - ther prais - ing;
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led them with un-moist-ened foot through the Red Sea wa - ters.
from the Light to whom we give laud and praise un - dy - ing.
wel - comes in un - wea - rlied strain  Je - sus’ res - ur - rec - tion!
your deep peace, which ev - er - more pass - es hu - man know -ing.
Al - le - lu - 1a! yet a - gain to the Spir - it rais - ing.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the
grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and
do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Acts 4:32-35

A reading from Acts.

*Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed
private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. **With
great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great
grace was upon them all. **There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. **They laid it at the
apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 133

‘How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity!

“It is like the precious oil on the head, running down upon the beard,
on the beard of Aaron, running down over the collar of his robes.

°It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion.

For there the LORD ordained his blessing, life forevermore.

SECOND READING: 1 John 1:1--2:2
A reading from 1 John.
"We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with
our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—
“this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life
that was with the Father and was revealed to us—°we declare to you what we have seen and
heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father
and with his Son Jesus Christ. “We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.
°This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in
him there is no darkness at all. °If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are
walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; ‘but if we walk in the light as he himself
is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us
from all sin. °If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. °If
we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. ‘°If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in
us.
>IMy little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; “and he is the atoning
sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: John 20:19-31

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.” ?After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. “*Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As
the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. “’If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you
retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

*“But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. °So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless
| see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand
in his side, I will not believe.”



A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” *'Then
he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in
my side. Do not doubt but believe.” **Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” **Jesus
said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have come to believe.”

““Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in
this book. **But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the
Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY Christ Is Living: Cristo vive (ACS 934)
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1;Cris -to vi - ve,  fue-rael llan-to, los la- men-tos yel pe - sar!
1 Christ is liv - ing! Gone with sor-row! Tears and ter - ror, be no more.
2 For if Christ is not a - ris-en there is noth-ing to be-lieve.
3 Death is swal - lowed up in vic-t'ry; sin has lost its poi-son sting.
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Ni la muer - te niel se-pul - cro lohan po-di - do su - je - tar.
Death and grave, you now are noth - ing; Christ is free of ev-ry pow’r.
Je - sus’prom -ise is ac-comp-lished: “Since 1 live, you too shall live.”
Life will blos - som from the grain sown, Christ the first fruits of the spring.
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No  bus - quéis en - tre los muer-tos al que siem - preha de vi - vir.
Why then seek the liv-ing Sav -ior in the haunts of deathand fear?
Dust we are, to dust re- turn-ing, but in Christ we are re-stored.
For the sure-ness of sal - va-tion let us sing, “Thanksbe to God!”
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jCris - to vi-vel es-tas nue - vas por do-quier de -jad o - ir
Christ is ris-en! Shout the good news so that all the world may hear.
Doubt dis - pel-ling, claim the tri - umph: Je - sus is the liv - ing Lord!
Christ is ris-en! We are liv - ing! Spread the word of grace a - broad.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all those in need of good news. A brief silence.

Your church cries out, O God, and you listen. As you drew near to the disciples, draw near to us
this day. Breathe on us your Holy Spirit, that our faith is renewed and we witness to your love.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your creation cries out, O God, and you listen. Nurture trees, crops, wildflowers, and all
growing things. Guide farmers, gardeners, arborists, and others who tend the soil and nurture
plants into life. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your world cries out, O God, and you listen. Guide police, firefighters, paramedics, and other
first responders to work for the well-being of communities and the dignity of every person, that
no one may need to live in fear. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your children cry out, O God, and you listen. Hear your people crying out for justice, for an end
to racism and other oppression, and for a world where all are fed and safe. We pray for all who
cry out in suffering or pain (especially). God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your congregations cry out, O God, and you listen. Renew pastors, deacons, musicians, and
other staff, administrators, and volunteers who facilitated Holy Week and Easter worship. Open
our hearts to discern where God calls each of us to serve. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Accept our gratitude, O God, for the lives of those who now rest in you (especially Dietrich
Bonhoeffer and all whose lives have been given in faithfulness to the gospel). Grant us your
peace amid our fears. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. Amen.



SENDING SONG Thine |

s the Glory (ELW 376)
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I Thine is the glo - ry, ris - en, con-quring Son; end - less is the
2 Lo, Je-sus meets thee, ris - en from the tomb! Lov-ing - ly he
3 No more we doubt thee, glo - rious Prince of life; life is naught with-
0| :
s = ' I ! Y I I i I
Q7 A e i T R z—g
vic - try thou o’er death hast won! An - gels in bright rai - ment
greets thee, scat-ters fear and gloom; let  his church with glad - ness
out thee; aid us in our strife; make us more than con-qu'rors,
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rolled the stone a - way, kept the fold - ed  grave-clothes
hymns of tri - umph sing, for  the Lord now liv - eth;
through thy death -less love; bring us safe through Jor - dan
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where thy bod - y lay.
death hath lost its sting! Thine is the glo - ry, ris - en, con-qu’ring
to thy home a - bove.
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Son; end - less is the vic - try thou o’er death hast won!
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