Week 2 - Turning toward God’s Abundance - Mercy
Greeting
The love of God poured into our hearts, the saving grace of Jesus Christ,
and the abundant life of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
Opening Prayer
O God, rich in mercy, full of kindness, out of your great love, you raise us up from sin and
death and make us alive together with Christ. Write your word upon our hearts and restore in us
the image of your love that, by your Spirit, our way of life may become the way of Christ,
through whom we pray. Amen.
Silence
Week 2 – Mercy
Reading: “To Live in the Mercy of God” by Denise Levertov
To lie back under the tallest
oldest trees. How far the stems
rise, rise
before ribs of shelter
open!
To live in the mercy of God. The complete
sentence too adequate, has no give.
Awe, not comfort. Stone, elbows of
stony wood beneath lenient
moss bed.
And awe suddenly
passing beyond itself. Becomes
a form of comfort.
Becomes the steady
air you glide on, arms
stretched like the wings of flying foxes.
To hear the multiple silence
of trees, the rainy
forest depths of their listening.
To float, upheld,
as salt water
would hold you,

once you dared.
To live in the mercy of God.
To feel vibrate the enraptured
waterfall flinging itself
unabating down and down
to clenched fists of rock.
Swiftness of plunge,
hour after year after century,
O or Ah
uninterrupted, voice
many-stranded.
To breathe
spray. The smoke of it.
Arcs
of steelwhite foam, glissades
of fugitive jade barely perceptible. Such
passionrage or joy?
Thus, not mild, not temperate,
God's love for the world. Vast
flood of mercy
flung on resistance.

Gospel: Luke 13:31-35 Lament over Jerusalem
31
At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, for Herod
wants to kill you.” 32 He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me,[c] ‘Listen, I am casting out
demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. 33 Yet
today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet
to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ 34 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and
stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a
hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 35 See, your house is left to
you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when[d] you say, ‘Blessed is the
one who comes in the name of the Lord.’”
Silence
Week 2 – Sung prayer
Mercy, We Abide in You - 4 Part Harmony - ELW/ACS 1077 - YouTube
Concluding Prayer
God of all compassion, gather our prayers in your mercy and grant to us what you know we
need, that we may walk in the life and the peace of your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our hope
and our salvation. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Blessing
Christ Jesus dwell in our hearts through faith,
as we are being rooted and grounded in love,
strengthened by the Spirit,
and filled with all the fullness of God. Amen.
A greeting of peace may be shared by all.
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